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'What is a man ds if he ſhall, gaine the whole world 
and loſe his owne ſoule? Hart. 16. 26. 


$5 animam negligamns,nee corpre ſalvare poterimus non enim £2 

anima pro corpore ſed corpus pro anima faltum eſt: qui ergo 23s 
quod primun eft negligit, & quod inferiua eft extollit, u- 

trumqne corrumpit. Cyprian de reparatione lap its 


Printed eAnno Dom. 16 4-3. 
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To the Right Honourable Tuomas. 


Earle of D o vv NE &c. his {ingular geod . 
Lord and Patron. 


Right Honourable, 
RE He Heathen by the purblind 
p— light of nature were ſo grate- 
a full,that they did Detfie their _ 
| Patrons, as the Hiſtorian tel-#e 
Belt leth us: a ſhame it were for 
| Chriſtians, nay for Divines in 
G—_ L the meridian ſunſhine of the 
_ Goſpell, not to acknowledge their Benefacors : 
to vindicate my {elfe from ſuch aſperſion , I pre- 
{ume humbly to dedicatethis paper preſent, to 
your Lordſhip in all thankfull acknowled gment 
of your bounteous favours: | 
Thou art troubled much and carefull for many 
Az things 


thinos , but one thing # neceſſary , ſaith our bleſſed 7F 
Saviour to: Martha in the Goſpell: -F 
oP though at your returne- from forraigne | 
parts; Your Lordſhip findp Your native Country 
miſerably embroyled in acivill warre, which is 
a ſea of all infzlicity , and therefore che: authors 
thereof deſerveto be baniſhed our of the boxders 
Charron of of humane natureas that learned Frenchmanob: 
Þ ea. 114. ery eth*:. Yer my good Lord in the middeſt of all 
© theſediſtractions,lhope you wilnever forget that 
anum neceſfſarium;You have aGodto ſerve,a ſcule 
to ſave. Tharthis may be Your Lordſhips prime 
care and intentions, and that in theſe tottering 
times, wherein the very foundations of the earth: 
| are out of courſe,you may be preſerved bythe po. 
-: >F+z26:ver of God, through faith unro (alvation , in his, 
appointed cime,exchanging your Coronetoftem- 
porary honour forthat Crowne of immoral, 
immaculate, and immarceſlibleglory, is the cone 
tinued prayer of: | 


Your Lordſhips moſt humbly: 


devoted Chaplaine and ſervant, 


= alk. L<6m oak is ne. oc; SSI. AM 


Tron Tvvirtes, 


By 


THE ART OF 
SALVATION. 


ACTS 16.70,31T. 
S$irs, What muſt I dos to be ſaved, & cc. | 
And they 2; bomber the Lord Feſua Chriſt arid thou ſhalt be 
ſaved, Fe. by 


= Y Text d>ththas derive his pedigree, A viſion 
Sil {ends Paul into Macedonia, at Philippithe Me- 
tropolis,there he makes his abode, religious Z5s. 
dia, whoſe heart God had opened to receivethe 
30 Goſpell, ſets open her houfe t& harbour his A- 
- poſtles: But Pax! muſt not: preach here long, 
_unleſſe he will to prifon, theejeRting of a De 
vill proves many times cauſe enough to perſecute an Apoltte, eſpes 
cially where gaine or ſuperſtition may be pretended, there want 
not Maſters to raiſe ſach complaints, and there are Magiſtrates e- 
nough to proſecute this quarrel , who fide it with a Diviner rather 
then a Divine,and countenance a Jugler more then © Preacher:to pri- 
ſonthen mult our harmeleffe Apoſtles, who here might have de» 
mandedas ſome time did their innocent Maſter , For what good 
worke doe you this? the charge for ſafe cuſtody being ſtrict, the 
Dungeon is their Chamber , the ſtocks their bed., a hard lodging 
for their late torrured bodies: but ill were it with the Saints, Ss 
tantas. Malitia vires, quantos ( onatrer; It mailice had as much pos 
TE qe A 3: | wer. 


wer4y it hath will to-doe. 
they ſeeme moſt forlorne and deſtitute, noe rocks, no rivers, noe 
walls, noe doores, noe barres, not che Center of the carth nor chan- 
nelfof the {ca.can hinder the Almighty from extending his hand of 
conhiſſieq'ro-bis diftrefſed ones: In-the dead of the night and 
depth of the Dungeon Paul and Sylar ſing Plalmesunto-God whe 
demonſtrateshis omnipotent preſence by a miracle not moreſtrange 
- for the time then for the eftet, a midnightand a pick-locke earth. 
þ pars in breife, a viſion ſends Paw! into Macedonia thus to be di- 
refſedin body ,anda Viſion {ends als eto thus perplexed in 
minde @nto Saint Pal, who being rouſedfrom/his Midnight flecp, 
with the ſhakingof the priſon,andthe noyſe of the doores, chaynes, 
and bolts that were undone, not as yet acquainted with-the power 
or mercy of God, plotsonely to eſcapethe Tyranny of man by an 
Ad of deſperation, but'is (calonably prevented by the pious charis 
ty of holy.Paxi, who faveshis life, reſtraines his fury. by informing 
him of the certaine aboad of hischarge , whereafbeing amazed, 
- Convinced, confounded, he calleth for lights, comes trembling in, 
proſtrateshimſelfe- at thoſe feet which bur whilom he ſet inthe 
ſocks, and with all prapoſeth this fo neceflary a Quzre Sirs, #hat 
a3whſt ] doe to be ſaved? 
e-Lud they ſaid, 5c. : 
In which words are theſe two generall parts. 
1. A Qucſtionpropoſed, 
2. Ananſwer thereunto, | | 
-Thequeltion in theſe, Kvzo: 7i wdf# mucin; SIrs , hat muſf I doe 
#hat 1 may-be ſaved? | | Ke 
The anſwer in theſes I1;5wow: Beleeve in the Lord Feſums Chrif 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved and thy houſe. 
In the Queſtion are theſe particulars to beconfidered. 
y 1, The perſon demanding, the diftrefled Jaylor, I, what muſt I 
oc? | | rt; 
2- Thepirtics demanded, the bleſſed Apoſtles Paw! and Syla 
in this word, Kupor, Sirs, Sirs,vhat muſt 1 doe . 


3. The matter inqueſtion , and that isthe eternall wellfare of | 


the ſoule, ire cw3 that 1 may be ſaved. 
Inthe anſwer theſe z particulars offer themſelves. 
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auicheife; and-if the Saints-cxteenjity WW 


werenot the Saviours opportunity, and his helpe neareſt when © 


2 TIO a Sean nmTREYNS 


& * [| he L 
4 4 5 © 

FYY I 

MW 5 


< "4 


ESO = af. 


ti 


las 


y | - 1; - The objeE&propofed whrer Inmivithe Eerd Foſs _ 
*F : 3. The mcaneshow toapprekend orlay h« 


onthat..abjeS, 

which is faith 277worr, beleeve. Po «x 
3» The happy conſequent of this faith x; audvoy, and then fats 

he ſaved aud thy houſe, Sirs, hat muſt I doe, ec. of theſe in their 
order, firſt ot the firſt, the perſon demanding, 7, the diſtreſſed Iaiv 
bor, Phat muſt 1,0 c. ; PS f-aatt'e wo} 

- Alchoughtheword of God be now the ordinary meanes ofmans - 

converſion as in the t. to the Corinth, 1, 21. Since the world byit's 

wiſedome knew not God, it pleaſed him by the foolifhneſſe of preaching 


1 ſave them thatbeloeve fooliſhreſſe, not that it itſo inirtelfe, butin: 


regard of that more-excellent and ſapernaturall meanes God might 
have uſed , and-not have made man.his agent in the converſion of 
man: or elſe fooliſhnefle, becauſe the world doth focommonly ac. 
count of it ; Yet isnot here a rule of neceſlity, but an indulgent di-- 


. ſpen(ation ,. not that the grace of God is here limited, or lus ſpirit 


reſtrained , bat hath allwaies free operationif notin the meanes, 
yet inthe diceing ofusto the knowledgeand ufe of themeanes, 
Oar Apoſtle himſclfe bur inthe g. Chaptcr going before being on 
his[ourney aboutanother errand, isby agreat lightand voycefrom- 
heaven dire&ed unto eLraxiar that old Diſciple of Dameſco,who 
not onely reſtores the ſight of the body,. but alſo impartsuntobim: 
that crue inward illumination of the ſpirit,and of a perfecuting Reb- 
bidoth baptize him into a- profeſſing Chriftian :: Saint Auſfter-re» 
portsof himſelfe inthe 8, of his confeſſions and the 13:, thatby a 
voyce from heaven, Tote lege, Tolle lege, Takg np and read, Take 
#p aud read; he was directed tothar place inthe 13. tothe Romans 
and the laſt .. Not in chambering and wantonneſſe , not in rioting and: 
arunkermeſſe, not in ſtrife and envying , but put ye on the Lord Tiſia 


(rift, and maks woe proviſion for the fleſs to fulfill the luſts thereof” | 


and ſo. he became amoſt illuminate Door of amolt cffteminate 
Youngſter, 7»ſtsn- Martyr witnefſeth in his Apologic to: Antoni» 
»w,that when he ſaw the patient ſuffering of the innocent Chrifti- 


. ans, how'they rejoyced' ro bleed; nay to-dye for tlie Teſtimony of 


the Goſpell, it occaſioned'in him achange of Religion, whence:we 
had the epprovedrrutli of that ſeeming Paradox. Sauguizic Aer= 


trams ſemen Ecclefie, the bloaud of the Martyrs was the ſeminary 
of the Church, Euſebins mathe qof his Eccleliaſticall ſtory arthe 8.. 


maketh- 
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/gaketh mention of a certaine-Courrtier called £uftatize in the time 
; of Trajevethe Emperanr; whoas he was hunting ſaw a Hare with © 
| a Red Croſſe in his forehead, and this engraven 1n Letters of Gold: 
| Nuid meperſequeris? why doeſt thow perſecute mee? and ſo retuling 
to accompany the Emperour inhis Idolatrousfacrifice to Jupiter, 
tm mediacely received the blefſed Crowne: of Martyrdome: So thar 
Ifay, though the Word be now the ordinary. means of-mans :con4 
verſion, yerhath rhe Lord had divers & {undrywayes inreclaiming 
men from Athes/me, Idolatry, and Superſtition, ani] direRting them 
into the knowledge anduſe of the meanes, ſome by dreames, ſome 
by apparitions, ſome by miracles, ſome. one way, and ſome ano- 
ther, ſome doe ſnatch the Kingdome of heaven as thoſe whom our 
Saviour mentjoneth Marth, 8. Regnum Cmlorum, &c. The Kings 
dome of heaven ſuffereth vielence, &<c. and ſome againe are compel- 
led by externall violence,as thoſe extravagant Loyterers;Copite in 
trare: iC ompell them to come in, Lnke. 14, ſome doc willingly im- 
brace the wordof faich, : and:ſorne againe-.are brought cventode- 
{paire before they. relliſh the: docrine of -happineſſe, and by the 
gates of hellcome to the knowledge ofthe wayes to heaven,as this 
perplexed Jaylour, who but now with drawne ſword was ſpilling 
his body, but here with bended knees enquires how to; ſave his ſoul, 
Stirs, What muſt 1 doe? &c. | 
Obſerve-we hence our firſt poſition whichis this; that-perplexi- 
ty of Conſcience, inward terrours'yea almoſt :diſpairing fcares are 
great and forcible means to drive men to God,and make.them oli. 
citous of Salvation, x wz2:7e rreDua icing ts piCoy, Te have not res 
cetved the ſpirit” of bondage to feare any more , but ye bave recti- 
ved the ſpirit of adoption whereby wo cry «Abbe, Father Rom. 8.16, 
Where I note three acts, or rather-indeedthree degres of operati» 
on ofthe\pirit ok God, Firſt it isaſpirit of Bondage, Secondly a 
ſpiric of adoption, Thirdly a ſpirit of taterceſſion-teaching us to 
make requeſt treGod, and tacry in the true language of ('anaen 
eAbba Father. But firſt-it is aſpirit of feare and bondage working 
4n as perplexed doubtings, terrours of conſcience, yea almolt diſ- 
pairing feares beforeir give any comfort or aſſurance. St. .Chriſo> 
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tome upon the 114 P/alm, exprefieth .this truth by this familiar F ou 
compariſon, as Mothers do uſe to fright their unruly children with F 


Vizzards and Bugbcars, to make themAy to their lapp, nor willing 
MY” to 


4 

A 
h | Pet quam viile fit hominibus dejici,urſe Dee ſubjicere diſcanthence 
| © Ofncan how profitableit is for mef ſometimesto be Sefted 


EY 


have aninſtance hereofin this our Apoſtle, whe being terrifyed 
with the ſence and guilt of infeperable corruptions andamazed at 
the apparent impoſlibility of fulfilling the Law or doing the leaſt 
go0d, breakes out into this dolefall exclamation, Texa:mpG iu are 
SwrG, &c. Wretched man that I am who ſhall deliver me from this 
boay of death? but hereby he cometh tolay hold on Chriſt, for{o 
it follows inthe next words, 7 thanks God, by Feſme Chriſt our Lords. 
and we our ſelves have knowne many by daily experience who in 
their ſtrength andability have ſcornedthe miniltxie, and made noe 
conſcience of theft, fornication, heavenedaring provocations, who: 
when they came to be truly humbled and amazed, have with much 
contrition of heart and compuntion of ſpirit waſhed away the 


blackeneſſe of their finnes and turned unto the Lord, and this muſt - 


needs be. fo, for many reaſons. 
Firſt we argue 4 contrario, fromthe contrary , as the Logicians: 
/ fay, Profptriry caſe and quietnefſe dos moſt commonly dull arens: 
devotton and draw them from God , and therefore affliQion and: 
diſtrefſe maſt drive themto him,and makethem ſollicitous for hea- 
ven; Was ienot fo- with ZFa&Gods ewne peculiar pcople,.nge' 
ſooner delivered and it quiet, but they forgot God? .nay.they made 
haſt to forget him asthe word in-the originall importeth, P/als. 
106; But Lordin their trouble they have viſited thee, they have pows- 
red forth thiiy prajer whenthy chaſtening was apon them, [ſas, 26.16. 
The Prodigats fill purſe pats. him inits an itch of travailing , and he 
116 ſooner receivith his portion , but be vannerh from bu indalgent ſa- 
ther, Dake, 15. Even it is with many, the filling of their barnes,. 
their garners, rheir purfes emptieth their hearts of piety-and devo-- 
j0n;. Wiſe Apdy thicrefore Prot: 30,8; Prayeth againſtthis, Give 


mee nither poverty norriches, the firft:c'auſe of his perition every 


one will idy Ames to Poverty? Werunnefrom jr as from a Zyon; 
butt for riches they ate prima vote  cuntTn notiſroma templi.as the: 
Bott faith ,” the fitſtpetiriori it our Pater Nofter -isforriches , yew 
bot faith the wiſe mah, Give mre no riches, and headdes the reaſon} 
ih the next verſe, Lexſt 7 be fall, deny ther and ay, who the Lord?” 
Sera in His Pzlopid# tepotcs that King orrigens, had once” 


bis ardiy 4 very ficklie fouldier, who being weary of lite, ends 
| rous 


and difttcfled that they may learne how to ſeeke unto God, andalf # 
fo be ſabje@ unto him, and'in the 7 to the Rom: verſe 24. We 
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£ 3g Gros to dye was allwayesformoſtin the hotteſt ſervices, theGe- 


 Whodidueither feare God, nor reverence man; 
I they durſt grapple with lightning, and confrontthe Majeſty of 


es 
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_werallcaſting an eyc ofaffeftion upon the incomparable valour of 
the man by his great careand coft, cauſed him tobeeured, and EXe | 
peRing he ſhould have becueas forward as before, findeth the con» 
trary,for now he kept aloofe, and never approached any apparent! 
Danger; whereupon being demanded the reaſon, he thas replyed, 
O King thog art the cauſe, before Thad nothing but ſcckeneſſe diſeaſes, 


. andpaine topart with but now Thave a found body, ſomething to looſe: 


You may apply it, It iztru2 of every. one of us, ſo long as weare 
diſcaſed in body orminde, we diftaſt rhe world, we defire heaven, 
«we would badiffolved and be with Chriſt preſently,burt when once 
we come to'Be cared and eaſed, then we preſently draw backe, we 


 thave ſomething to loeſe . Itis good ficepingina whole skinne; 


andapproved diſcretion not to be too forward. Oh the dangerous 
effets of worldly caſe and profptrity , if not attendedand mode» 
rated allwayes by arcligious diſcretion; theſc are thoſe Circesand 
Syrens Homer mentioneth, which have ſuch effacinating power as 
to alienate .mens mindes , and transforme them into very ſwine; 
theſe are allwayes zaua; im, as the 'Greeke Orator calls 
them the occaſions of evill, giving men ability to beidle,and a will 
todrench themfelves in all kind of laxury : Theſe are thoſe thorns 
mentioned by onr Saviour in'the Goſpell, Afath. 2 3. and Lake, 8. 
Whereby the good feed of admonition is continually choaked: 
theſe draw. men from 'God, as we {ke in that young man, who 
though he ſeemed defirons of heaven , yet:could notkeepe com- 
peny with Chriſt, becauſe of his poſſeſſions, 2arb,19, 16,23, 
Secondly diſtrefſe and Perplexity drive us to God, 'becauſe 
thereby we trulie cometo know our owne weakneſſe and infirmi- 
ty: when we that before vaunred of our ſtrength -in induring any 
thing, ſhalbe dcjeRed by thoſe inward diſtraRions; when thoſe 
that before ſeemedas deſperate asthat Aagitious Judge. Luke r8 
areas bold, as 


Heaven, ſhall come rofinke and almoſt expire under the horror and 
weight of adiftreſſed -Conſctence, for # wounded Spirit who cau 


bears? Provers 18. 14. itis aburthen beyond the ſupport of na- 


ure, | 
Thirdly as we hence ſee our owne weaknefle and infirmity, fo 
B 3 Are 


bl 


z and to the wedge of Gold, thou art our confidence, which place their 


having once attained, they then thinke they are arrived at the only 


(8). 


are we alſo taught the vanity of all outward and ſublunary thi w: F 
when we can fay ofthem as Fob of his freinds in his greateſt la F 


mity, Miſerable comforters are you all,tor riches availe not in the day 


of wrath, Prov, 11.4. when honours, and profits, and pleaſures, 
and preftcrments, and all things the world affordeth doe us no more 


good iintheſe foule Agonies, in theſe ſpirituall convulſions, then a 


_fitken ſleeve dothanarme out-of joynt; then ſeeing the wretched: 


vanity of theic things we now do delight and and truſt in, weare 
glad to runne out of the world, yea out of our ſelves, to fly unto the 
SanQuary of Gods mercy,and lay hold on the hornes of that Altar, 

This confideration affords. Firſt matter of repoofe for all 
thoſe whicheither through violence of paſlton, or oſs of affe, 
Rion, goe cleane contray to thistruth, whereas in all diſtreſle ci- 
ther of body or minde they ſhonald have receurſe unto God , they 
run fromhim, or elſe adhere onely unto the ſubordinate helpe of 
outward things; thus Cain thought to pacify the fary of a deſpair- 
ing Conſcience by outward imployment, by building a'Citty:. A/« 
in his diſcaſe truſts in his Phifition : Saul in his diſtreſſe ſeekes tg 
the found ofthe Harxpe; and laſtly to-the Witch of Edor: thus, 
many lay wine ontheir cares, hoping ſo to ſinke them, and to cure 
theſe qualmes,. as they callthem, by muſike and merry company, 


ur heret laters lethal arando, this for atime may give ſome ſeem- 


Ing eaſe, but the wound feſters the moreafterwards; or clſe as the 
Lordhimſclfe complaines in the 8 of E/ay. 19. They tecke unto 
Wizards,and thoſe that have familiar ſpirits,that peepeand mutter 
whereas a People ſhould ſeekeunto their God, and therefore when 
they are bard beſtead they ſhall fret themſelves, and curſe their 
King, and their God:-that is,that which they made ſuch account of, 
and relyed on,and they fall looke npwerd:, as itfoiloweth in the 17 
ef that Prophecy and the 7,7 that day ſpall a man looke to his maker, 
and bis eyes fhall have veſpeft unto the holy one of 1ſraell. 


Secondly, here is matter of confutation for all thofe who (as 


holy oblong agoe complained) cry wnto Riches, you are our hope; 
only happinefle in outwardreſt and worldly proſperity, which 
havenof comfort, andthat they are highly in the favour of God, 


whereas the contrary is evident in that he moſt commonly hath 
"_ PEO | g1ven 
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"F pvenamoreliberall portion of theſe outward things to his greats | 
 . eſt enewies, then.ro his deareſt Saints, and a proſperons eſtate is {0 | 


'@) 


far from being a ſafe eſtate, that it is rather moſt dangerous, riches 
having ſach anattraQive and effaſcinatingpower over the minds of 
men,as that I cannot define whether they are-more to be defired in 
reſpe& of the benefit of nature, , or to be declined in regard ofthe 
hazard of grace; miſtake me not, asif I debarred the Saints from;a» | 
bundance of earthly things, I know they may. haye them, a8 es 

brabam, ob, &c, but yet grace is above gold, Religion above 
riches, anda wiſe and underſtanding hcart above the wealth of a 


- million of worlds: bur if theſe had beene arguments of the divine 


approbation;Gad would never have dealt ſopcnuriouſly with his 
owne Sonne,as not toallow him ſo muchpriyviledge,as the Foxes of 


' theearth, andthe Fowles of the aire, for the Foxes have holes and 


the fowles have nefts, but the Soune of Man hath not where toreſt his 
bead faith out Saviour of himſelfe; he was paper 5n nativitate, paun 
perier in vita, pauperrimun 51 morte,poore in bis birth andincarnati- 
on, for he came not in the Power. and Omnipoteney ofa God, as 
he might have done, nor in the pomp and magniticence ofanearth= 
ly Monarch, as the Jewes thought he would have done,. but the 
Lord of glory and heire of the univerſe takes upon bim wpeiy Stay 
the forme of a ſervant,P hill: 2,7, Nay it Hiſtories lyenot, atthar 
very time the Emperour 4Ang#/t#slodged his hunting Doggs.upon- 
Bedds of gold: the Sonne of God, Chrilt Jeſus bleſſed forever, was. | 
borne in a Stable, and-lodged in a Manger: poorer he was in his life 
and: converſation, for when he was to pay tribute, he had nota 
doyt, but ſends Saint Peter a fiſhing for mony.,, he never did ride 
but once, andthen was he conſtrayned to borrow an Aſle Colt, 
Matth, 21. Andpooreſt of all in his. death and paſſion, for then 
doth he humble himſelfe to the death of the Crofſe, a cruell and 
moſt ignominious kinde ofjdeath,andthar in Calvary,naſty flincke 
ing Calvary, and thats» medio /atronum tanquam imaniſſimns latres 
»um, inthe midſt of theeves,as if he had been the chiefe oftheeves, 


as Lathernoteth.. | | 
Apgaineifthis were ſo? the Devill never ſhould have beene 2p30y 
Tu0us , the Prince of this world, as our Saviour ſtyleth him. 7oh. 
14,,39+ Nor have beene able to make ſo large 2 proffer to him, as 
to giveallthe Kingdomesof 4; world, thoughT take this but as a 


caſt 
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thereof : the compaſſe of the world and they that dwell therein, Pſal. 


24. and ifcaſe and fulinefie did not draw men from God, whereas - 
diſtrelſe doth drive them to'him , theLord himſelfe would never -. 


fo fcrioufly have-exhoreed brs owne people , and given them fach 
ftri& caveats inthe 8. Dent: 12, 13, 14. verſes. When thou haſt 
edten and art full, then bewere leaſt thou forget the Lord thy God, 
leaft when thou haſt eaten and art full, and when thou haſt buitt 
goodly houſes, and dwett in them, and when thy beards and thy flocke 
mnltiply, and when thy ſilver and pold is multiplied, and all that thow 
haſt 15 mulriplied , then thy heart be lifted np , and thow forget the 
Lordthy God: But thon ſhalt remember the Lord thy God. Where 


the Lord himſelfe intimates the danger of weaith and proſperity, 


that thereby menare aptto become irrcligions, forgertull, proud, 
and profane. 


Anafaltly;itchis were not ſo,that heavenly Orator ahd laborious |. 


ApoftleSaint Pas! ſhould never have beene ſo buffctted with the 
meſſenger of Sathan, nor received ſo ſhort an an{werto histrebled 
petition: /#fficze 1ibi gratia mea,my grace is ſufficient for thee,2, Cor: 
12,9, | ; 

Let us not then be dejeRed too much in our diftrefſes, how harſh 
foever they feeme to fleſh and blond, we may be happy, eſpecially 
it we have praceto makethis ſanQtifiecule as thereby ro be drawn 


/*0 God and made ſolicitous of Salvation. Happy ſoule that haſt 


beene thus humbled, allmoſt confounded wirh theſe terrifying and 
diſpairing feares! andunhbappy he whoſoever, that hathnot beene 
fepfible Hereof, for there 15no failing to heaven but by the very 


gares of hell, no-caſting anchor inthe haven of hope , before thou, 


' haſt allmoſt beene {plir upon thevery rockes of difpaire, no rege- 
neration wrought without the panges of the ſoule , nonew birth 
without theſe. inward throwes and ſpirituall convulſions , they are 


the very Harbingers of graceand mercy,andallwayesthefore-run-/ 


ners of Joy andcomfort , few there are that ever perifhed bereby, 
none I dare affirme, that truſted inthe Lord, were his troubles ne« 


ver ſo many, histriallsnever fo ſharpe, and for thoſe few tharever” 


have beene caſt away by the'roaring billowes of cruel: ditpaire; 


"millions offoutes are daily waftedtohell, by thoſe ſinoothfircams 
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" offuilingpreſamptiats ,, Blefſed cherefare he that ſeareth alidaiet; 
wh ay pe hi hartentth ia bear ſpall fall into miſtheif,Prov,2 8.14. 
Ffthenwehavecaſe and profperity let us blefie God for it, and ') 
allwayes moderate ic with a religious feare and carefull diſcretion, | 
| that iz doe not cafiſcinate our ſoules and make us forgetful: and in | 

- our adverficy and diſtrefle let us not be roo much dezefted but its 

our patience poſſcſſe our ſoules, for it is the fafeſt rhough nor the _ 

' {mootheſt way to heaven; Itis recorded of the Cafpian feathat \ 

io neither. the rivers running intoit , nor the Sun nor Moonenor any 
he other: {uppoſed cauſe can make it ebbe or flow, but thatir nin 
ow | keepesoneconſtantcourſe ; evenſo muſtevery good Chriſiiannot 
he be proud, though God ſhoure on himrivers of proſperity, nor too- 
re | muchdifanimated though he be ſcorched with the Solſtice of mi- 
y, | fery bur ſtill keepea conſtant kind of tranquillity. 
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Nec tamen hi mutata quires probitaſve ſecundi.. EP 
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he Whatthen though our feares be great? our terrours many? tlie 
) thicker our throwes, the ſtronger our pangsare , theneerer is the 


F 


a time of our delivery:- the more violently. corruption doth feeme- 
; to{trugglethe nearcr it isto its laſt gaſpe and expiration ;. Let us 
ſh | notrefule ro-go tothe | Canaan, though through a wile 
ty | dernefſe of woe, and red fea of afflition, let it content us,that God 
xn will in the end bringaus to his heavenly joy, though ſometimes 
ft | through the very Jawes of helliſh difpaire , And in the fainting of 
nd our ſoules let weremember-the Lord azut ts, Tonah. 2. 7 . Letus pray 
ne unto him and aske Councell of his meſſengers, as: he doth here of 
ry | Pas and Sylar inthis worde wen: Sirs; which is my fecond part, 
ou | & now comes tobe diſcuſſed, namely the perfons demanded, Sirs:: 
7s That muſt 1,&cc; | 
th - 3+ The more tniracles Pharoab ſaw,the more was he hardened: | 
zre | 48 appearcth plainely-:in the $, 9; 10, of Exodus; thargreat earthe- = 
in-' | Wake that. was: at our bleſſed Saviours refurretion Zſath. 28. | 
by, | whenan Angell cameand roted away the ſtone,for fearc of whom: 
the Keepers did\ſhake and become as dead men, did not fo aſtoniſh: 
them but thatthey-durſt afterwards report that lowd lie; That bis- 
Diſciples came by night: while they flept woe oy 


ts NO © Os 
they flepthow knewthey that they were his Diſciples? Yfchey did 'F 
not, it is not probable'apoorcompany of unarmed fiſhermen ſhould JF 
reſcue. the body from a guard of Souldicrs? But1o ineffeQuall is *; 
the greateſt meanes, if God worke not with ir, and that heart can- 
not but be-hard which he 'dothnottouch and mollify by his Ipitits Þ 
But here a man by nation a Gent#le;by condition a Jaylor, a kinde of I 
profeſſion that doth uſually make men barbarous,obdurate, and ir- 
relig1ouſlyhard hearted,like the grand keeperof that infernall priſon, 
the Divell himſelfe yet is ſo confounded and wrought upon by this 
one miracle,as that he becomestruly compaſſionate unto the perſe. 
cured Apoſtles, piousand ſolicitous of his'owne Aalvation, Sir, 
what muſt I doe &c, | | 
By way of paraphraſe, as if he had thusenlarged himſelfe: That 
. you arethe ſervants of the moſt bigh God, -and ſhew untousthe 
Way of ſalvation, - the very Devills could acknowledge, thoughI 
'vile wretch worſe then a Divill would nor beleeve-it,this way mas» 
ny of aur Citty have learned and 'imbraced, though Imiſcreant did 
neglect and contemne it.” Butnow 1 am amazed, convinced, con» |f 
founded, I would goe to heaven, I know notthe way, I would be | »© 
{aved, Lknow not what to doe, and therefore (good Sirs,) helpe BY « 
meyinforme me;dire&me, tell me what muſt 1 doe ec. Herethe B &« 
points come. thick upon us, - bur . we: ſhall only- pitch-upon theſe Þ #: 
TWo. ) Nt 
Firſtyouſee the Nate of man by nature, unregenerate, and car«  y 
nall, before God doth call him unto the knowledge of bis truth, | 
ignorant of the way to-heaven, or what to doe to-ſave his ſoule. © | of 
\- Second[y you ſee of whom you are to ſeeke dire&ion, namely Y G 
of the Miniſters; the doftrine offalvation muſt be: learned of thoſe Þ © of 
unto whom God hath:committed the word of reconciliation. | ne 
For the Firſt it is apparent in the preſent patterne, we are all of  þ+« 
us inthe very: ſame cafe-naturally; may perhaps have ſome defire, Y ar 
bat gre: meexcly tgxiorant, for No/comeur wniverſ- Civitatis proſm th 
| wank, ſaith a Father, '-we are borne all of us ignorant: of that City Y foi 
{ that is above, all the light- of purblind nature, is no-more then that Y thi 
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of blinded Sampſon,as he without» a guide could 'not- find our-one the 
-pillar of the houſe, no more can the naturall man without the guide RT 
of Gods ſpirit finde out one artiche of faith.S;'B4ſutherefore com bot 
pargscarnall mento Howlets that ſee ſomething in the night, but ih 
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"'F mothing inthe day, wiſe tocompaſle thingstemperall, but careleſſe- 
J for things eternal}; ence its, that before the. knowledge 6f Chriſt 


| is the people are ſaid to lit indarkneſſe and-inthe ſhadow of death, 
at= F andin 2 (or. 3.10; Thereis2 vaile on the heart a vaile of igaorance 
It ÞF- andinfidelity, and thereit remaines untill-it turne unto the.Lordy 


- of Þ . and Epbr. 5. 8. i938 Tonnir®, , ye were ſomerimes darknefle,: 
i- + long as ye ſerved Dzazna,(o long 28 ye-were without the Goſpel, 
lon, } untill Chrift Jeſus ranſomed you from your vaine converfation, 
this ye were not only darken the concrete ,-but darkneſle it telfe.inthe 
res very abſtract, | . 


Irs, And this came upon us by the fall of eLdam, -manin the ſtate of 
innocency bad entireand pertet knowledge both of God. and his 
hat will, wich an univerſall conformity thereunto,/internall and exter- 


the mill Jaſtice inherent in him asa proper accident init's ſubject, bur 
gbl F while he did defirethzt which was forbidden, he loſt that which he 
Na F had, he afeRteda higher ſtraine of knowledge, and fo brought ig- 
did F norance onhimicife and bis poſtcriry. | 
on- F- - Secondly:Chriſt Jefus he is not only enmwzoue the brightneſſe 
tbe F of bis fathers glory and expreſffe image of his ſubſtance, butos;. 77 
Ipe Y mand9% 2 thar true light rharlighrenerth every man that cometh in- 
the Þ tothe world;all that are without Chriſt walke in darkneſſe, Zgyp- 
ſe | rien Cimmarian darkeneſſe, a man unregenerate muſt needsbeig. 
norant,. an ignortnt man muſt ncedsbe a prophane man, far he.that 
ar* F Wants knowledge cannot have grace. ? «624 
uth, "And this diſcovers and juſtly reproves the folly and impudence 
. | oftoomany in theſe times, who were never-truly acquainted with 
iely God in his facred:Ocdinances, (till wrapped up-in the common vaile 
oſe ff of infideliry and ightorance; and yet bluſh not to maintaine that they | 
BY necednot inftruction, they know as-much as any cantell them, they - 
If bilecve as wellasany.,, hope tobe jfaved atwell as the belt, and 
ire, areas confident of heaven, as if they were allready in fruition 
oſs thereof, but you know the Proverb; None fo bold as Bayard, 
ty forthetruth is they know notbing asthey ought to know, having 
that Y their-underſtandings darkened through the ignorance. that is in 
one F them and becauſe of the blindneſſe of their heart Epb. 4.18. . . 
© Butasthe hoodwinckt foole,becanſe-he feeth no bedy,thinks no 
body:ſecth him, ſo theſe, becauſe they know nothing, thinke there 
but I*hothing ta be knowne, ſome have not the knowledge Sod 
| 4:4 is | . - pn p< 
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Fe ake this to your ſhame (faith the Apoſtle) x. Cor. t5: but is this » ; 
po ſfible? T6 0 abpgt gre aurs-In0 tmjoww; X60pas- the inviſſible things sof # 
him arcſecne by the creation of the world Row. 1. 20. Ohbut 


they have notthe ſaving knowledge of him in Chriſt, ſome have 
it not, and ſome refuſc it,.the firſt are in a pitrifull, the.ſecondin x 


fearfnll, both ina damnable caſe for though ſimple ignorance may. . 


extenuace the finne, and make it Icfſe,” yet doth itnor quite abros- 
gatethe guilrand make it:no finne at allbecauſc every man is bound: 
ro know his makers will, and acompetent meaſure of faving knows 
ledge is required 1n every Chriſtian, who muſt be able and ready 
with:meekenefle to render a reaſon of that hope that is1n bim, I. 


muſt confeffe here the Schoolesmen mince and are doubttull, eſpe. _ 


cially eFquinas in his 2 diſt. 32:q:7.* 2» would nothave thisna« 
tive ignorance to be linne, but by the ſame reafon he may deny o« 
riginall finne, and therefote S. Anften in his 5 contre Faliannumy, 
chus ſtates it, that Cecitas cordis quam ſolns remover Uiinmminator- 
Dew, eft peccatims, pena peceats;, & cauſa peccati; Thatblindueſle 
of heart we have by nature which only God the fountaine of life ang: 
lighe doth remove, is not only finne, and puniſhment of finne, but 
tbe'cauſe of ſinhe alſo; and as for affeRed and fintull ignorance, that 
- 1s fo. farre from extenuating, as that it doth every way aggravate 
both the ſinne and puniſhment,ov7} 3 1:xgi0%, faith our Saviour,. 
Thu # the condemnation'thatlight i come inte the world, andmen 
love darkueſſt more then light, becauſe their deeds ave evill Fobn: 3.19, 
Hence learne we inthe ſecond place to bewaileand deplore this 


ourmaturall ignorance, Mans borne like awild afſes Colt, yet vaine 


man would be wiſe Tob.t1.12. Where the holyGhoſt ſhewes that 


we are not only Sortyſh, 'burpeeviſh- and intraftable,. not only ig-- 


norant of Gods will, but havinga will ſtillto-þe ignorant. 
"Secondly labour for knowlede,pray with holy David, Open: 
mine eyes that I may fe&the wonders of thy Law;and give me un- 
derſtanding inthe way of godlineflc, uſe the belpe and direction of 
the Miniſtrie, for the DoQrine offfalvarion-mult be learned of thoſe 


to whom Go& hath commitrred the worde of reconciliation, Labia 


Sacerdotis,The Priefts lipps muſt preſerve knowledge,and the People 
muſt ſeche the Law at hit month for he # the meſſenger of the Lord of 
_ Hoafts: Mala. 2.7: Asbefore the publiſhing of the Law the 


preiſt-wentimmediatelpunto checourti of God v6 know his wks 
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; JF fomult we how goc unto the booke of God, wherein is 2 pecuilzar 
FF patefaRionof his revealed will, and unto thoſe men whom he bath 
t {| made able Miniſters of the new Teſtament. For they are the Stems 
7 .ards of God, and diſpenſers of his ſacred Myſteriesr Corr: 4.1, The 


Ee | 
he word "00999 , WAGE committed unto them 2 Cor:5.19, Ambaſſa- 
y.. | "dors forEhriſt that doe in his ſtead pray us to be reconciled unts 
4 | God, theyarethe light of the world, 4uces vie, guides unto our. 


> {} fpirituall-Canaes,Inſtruftors of the ignorant, Teachersof themthar 
;/s {} want diſcretion, they arcindeed the very privy Councellors of — 
ly heaven.. For nihil faczet Dominus niſi prius ſervis ſmis Prophets ye 
K : welaverit, God will doe nothing, but he will firſt reveale it tohis ſer= 
& |} wvants the Prophets > Amor, 3.7. What ſhall we ſay then to thoſe 
a. that contemne the Miniſtrie as a calling-unwortby andunnecefſary 
o. | altogether? Certainely itis a grand pollicie of Sarhauto bring the 
% leaders into diſgrace,that ſe he might carry the people hoodwincke 
ox- # to Hell; and 1 feare that Fewes and. Tarkes will. one day rife in, 
l | judgement and condemne many that beare the name of Chriſtians, 
1d | forthey honour the Muftics of Superſtition, theſe contemne the 
ut Miniſters of the Goſpell. | 
at- The paſtors then muſt beASzowmac: & HIernrui men ableto teach 
te | for 2uod param novit nems docere poteſt;asthe Poets No man car 
ir, | #*#fru& others if ignorant himſelfe, and men apt to teach\ Tim: 3.12, 
es | Notſuppreſling thedght of their learning under the buſhellofa las / 
9, | Zicand unſcaſonable filence, like unto frozen Rivers that make— 
iis | great ſhew bur yeild no water unto the thirſty paſſenger. And for 
xe+ | all, we muſt hence learne to-wait at the gates of wiſdome to be 
at | frequent in the uſe -of Gods Sacred Ordinances, 'for. though the 
p-- | World think ienor ſo-needfull yet ——_ ſaith S.Perer, you 
do wellthat you take heed unto the-wordof God as unto a lighe 
en. | Thininginadarke place, for this will make you wiſeuntefalvyation, 
n- _ wp third part, the matter in queſtion @#ivz cvs that I may be 
of | Have gf + ; 1.64 206 HE SS 2007 a 
fe | Tt was a good Zpigram that lcarned ſcholler eA/dwe IManuting > 
Wrote upon his tuddy deore. =» v1 - 
. » Qanjequis er, Aldns, etiam atque etram te rogat 
2 Ut perpancis agas, deinde arctutum abeas: 
Whoever thon art eA/dws intrearcesthebreifly. to diſpatch and. _ 
_ Preſently begonne, unleſle I come as Hercules ſometime did he 
_ 7 " | > 2 wearlei 


wearied 4rlas to patthy ſhoulder under the burthen. Platarchres; '} 
cordes of that famons Councell aſſembled ini Greece of 12 feverall 
people; thatthey wrote on the Temple of Apollo, inſtead of Homers 
Tliades, the fongs of Pyndarns large and tyring diſcourſes, ſuch ya 
ſhort commemoratives as theſe, Know thy ſelfe, Bewarg of ſuretiſhip,, | ye 
uſe moderation; How (irickt an obfervation bave we here of theſe+ | hi 
Ritles? what carefulneſſe ro avoid the cenſure of a tedious orunne-! | pe 
ceffary queſtion? though fo daunted with feare, and diltrafted with: | 
aſtoniſhment yet he reeolleds his wits, and makes but one Zuere,, | py 
andthatfſo pithy and materiall, that T may fay with the Orator ina- J. ar: 
nother caſe, 2nam plurima pancis? what a world of matterin ſo: | th 
few words, fiay Giflables? Tobeſaved comprebends inic the meanes; | th; 
of our converſion 'to Chriſt, our Regeneration, Juſtification, Gleri-: | yh; 
fication, & whatfoever tends ro our new being here, or our eternalk: | ha 
well being bercafter, for chus I conſtruc his meaning with Arctiw,, | 203 
thathe'is deſalwee anime ſollicitns,ſolitcirousnow for the weltaredf: } fel 
his foule, for the ſafe abode of his priſoners freed him from bodily 
danger+ and withall,” obſerve I beſeech you, that he intimateth 
knowledge of ation, and promiſe of obedience, What maſt 1 df: 
The Heathen (eſpecially thoſe that relliſhed the doAtrine of the Pe. 
repatericks conceired the cheitelt happinefſle of man to confiſt inthe: $ thi 
aQion of vertue, and therefore though grace were every way free: | ſha 
1m God yet he knowes aliqnid agendum (omaghing on mans partis || «rex 
ro be performed, | | 
And laſtly heis not curiousto'pry intothe fate of others;as once | far 
thar prime Apoſtle Downe quid autem hictwhat ſhall be here dotand. L 
therefore is juſtly reprehended with guid ad te,aybat 55.that to thiet | the 
follow thou'mee, bur hjgdifcreer charity begins at home; and in the Þ ma 
frſt. place refleAs upon himſclfe, what muſt I doe to be ſaved, here | cal 
the- obſervations come thick upon its, but we will ſhut up all in } He 
this one,namely, ww: : 
That the bufinefſe of falvation requires the beſt care, painesand | ag 
diigenee of the beft,and therefore 'owr Saviours ihjunion is ge» | aD 
 nerall. Firſt ſeeke the Kingdome of Godand the righteouſueſſe theres | eth 
of Math. 6.33. pre dev 2 condiris animamcharins amare debe» | ing 
»9,above all thingscreated, 2 mans cheifeltcare muſt be for the 
welfare ot his foule,; and therefore holy. David Ityleth it bis Dar- 
lipg, that is moſt precious in his eſtecines Deliver my ſoule from j. 


4 (17); 
i 7} the Lyon,my Darling from. the power of the dogge, And, Domine dit- 
avime, Lord, ſay.nnto-my;ſoul,] am thy falvation. Pſal.35, | 
How lightly ſocver the worldfor the moſt part eſteeme of Sal-- 
Ich yation, as if nothing were more cafic and triviall then to be ſaved,. 
ip, | yet they find the fatall contrary. by. harſh experience, and Satha. 
cle+ | himſcle that cunning Sophifter (whonow by ail meanes labours to 
he- | perfwade thisfor atruch in the heave of vaine and cacelefſe man, 
ith: } that fo he may.negleR heaven , deferrehis converſion and deſpiſe 
e,, | profered grace,) will one day prove himſelf aliar,and with utmoſt, 
12- f. arguments of aggravation, alledge the difficultie,nay impoſſibility 
{0+ } thereof, turning bis taic, and flatly celling the amazed conſcience,, 
nes: | thatthe Arc of Salvationrequirethtime, and care, and paines, aud 
Tt: } thatlong and narrow way to Heaven will not be troden in an in- 
alk» ] fant:-This the prime apoſtle tells us 2 Pet.'2..10. Give diligence. 
s,. | tomake your cating and election ſure, for if you do this you ſhall never 
of: fel. may adde,if you-do not, you ſhall periſh for ever: our blefled. * 
ly JF Saviour juſtifiech this, when being advertiſed by a worldly Martha 
the } ofher- many imployments,to the end: that he ſhould either com- 
if dher, or command her ſiſter, ' to alliſt her, anſwereth- breifly 
"7 {| thus; Idarcha, Martha thonart carcfull for many. thingsand one 
he: } thingis neceſſary, and CAery hath choſen-thar better part,which 
ce: | ſhallnever be taken from her. Where our bleſſed Saviour tacitely 
is | -reprehends her needlgfſe deligence,. and withall plainely applauds 
| her ſiſters happy carefullnefle, thou art troubled,one thing isneccf 
ce | fary, and that bath thy fiſter choſen. - | | 
nd: # Salvation requireth ourbeſt care & diligencebecauſe tending to 
e?: | the preſervation and.cternalbwelbeing of the ſoule the beſt parc of 
be F man, thatDivine avreperticulaythe inbreathing of God,as the Poet 
re F. calleth it, as far beyond the boay as immortall before mortality,or 
in | Heaventhe Earth;.they were wont to ſay, ſaich S. Bernerd, Nas 
697pnr-curat, bonum carat Caſtellumzhe that keepes his hody keeps 
agood Caſtle, but ſay, ferquiliniurs vile, he 1s buſy only about 
a Dunghillbur he 1hat is ſolicitous for the welfare of his ſoul chooſe 
eth the better part, 184mployed about the]beſt buſinefle, and in do» 
ingthis hath effected all, though henegleRtthe whole world. 
Laſtly, withone this all other forecaſt is folly,all gaine loſſe, and 
therefore the Holy Ghoſkſtileth him a plaine foole whoſe, provi- 
. Jence extendeth. na further thenthe things of thislife: Doſtthau 
= C3 reſolve 
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-refolve ofitiothing but building of bigger barnes? And becauſe thy. © 
fields arc laden with a plentiful Crop,therefore chant that —_ = 
requiemto thy ſoule, Ede, bibe, lude: Eate, drinke, take thy pa. Þ. 
ſtume? "Apgor « Thow art a foole, for this night ſhall thy ſoule be requis } + 
red, and then where is all thy plotting and plodding for the world? Luke, Þ}- 
x13: 20. Without this happy .diligence all other gaine is lofle , and 
therefore our blefſed Saviour, 7 agraim, What ſoall it profit s 
mas 70 gaine a world if he looſe his ſoule?. Mat, 16, 26. where youſce 
the ſoule is pretious and invaluable, the lofle of it irrecoverable, and | 
a whole world, nay not a million of worlds,a ſufficientrecompence - Þ 
for one ſoule. | | 4 
How thenare the greater part ofthe world here to be taxed, who 
thinke of that laſt of all , nay leaſt of all , which Ir 1 their 
prime careand greateſt diligence? how doth the Holy Ghoſt com> 
plaine of this? Oh that they were wiſe! Ohthat they would thinke of 
* their latterend! and O fiadprecepta mea, Oh that thoa badſt taken 
beed to my precepts then had thy peace beene as the river,aud thy righ« 
reonſneſſe as the waves of the ſea, Iſay. 48.18, Andideo captives 
Fm eft populus .meus quia carut [cientia, T herefore #.my as 5 [4 
into captivity , becauſe they have no knowledge , they regard net the 
worke of the Lord, neither conſider the operation of his hands, but the 
| harpe andihe violl aud wine are in their feaſt: , but alas the dreadfull 
conſequencelfor therefore hell hath enlarged ber ſelfe and opened hey 
mouth without meaſure , and their glory , and their multitude , and 
their pomp,and he that rejoyceth among them ſhall deſcend #nto it: And 
not to infiſt on gefteralities, I ſpeake in Saint Auſters phraſe, 4u- ple 
res omninwpulſo, conſcientias fingulorum convenis , I knockeatthe. of 
doore of every mans conſcicnce: have we beene ſo carefallia this Þ 7, 
particular? God hath not appointed u unto wrath, but to attaine ſal» | 
vation by our Lord feſma (briſt, 1. Theſſal. 5. 9. But weliveasit Þ anc 
{ we were appointed onely for the ſervice of MHammon,and ſet upon 
\ this dunghill the earth,onely to dig out our owne damnation: 1 
queſtion not our defire: ſalvation without doubt is every mans de» | 1, 
fire, none ſo wretched that would not beſfaved : Featw vlt home | 464 
eſe, ervam non fic vivendo ut poſſit eſſe : Man would be-bappy though Þ #;,, 
he trace thoſe broad pathes that tend tothe chambers of death, but Y 
;for ouraQtions,there's the matter, wherein I'may trulyfay asholy 
David in that Pſalme « The wickednefſe of the ungodly ſheweth. |} 
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that there is no feare of God before bveyen: fo our ſupine 
Þ mevhigence our carelefle ofcitancy, our extravagant intentions ſhew 
F  wour faces, thar we are not carcfull for heaven, nor follicitous of 
SF flvation : Theambitious plots only for an additionof honour, / 


+% TRIB £7 
A3GPED * 
ES 2 _—_ 
FR. __ who 
"es" I = 
£50 3+ 
& T's1 : 9 4 
> : 24 ; 
SS $a 5 
KS we, < 


© | © me more preferment. The coverous ſweats only to- increaſe bis | 
nd © * wbſtance;and enlarge his Patrimony; and for usall-we can becon- 
4 BI tent, as the Plalmiſt faith, Toriſe early, and goto bedde late, and to - 
ee ff @ the; bread of carefulneſſe for the things of this world:. in this we 
nd F hve,in this we grow old, w this we dye, and then(alaſſe for pity!) 
ce + the maine bufinefle is neglected, heavenis not thought of, Salvatis 

- & onisnot finiſhed. Whercfore, whatdiltrefle drove this perplexed: 
ho party in the the text unto, let (IT beſe<ch you Ja religious diſcretion 
Am Þ worke incevery one of you, and make you ſollicitous for the wel- 
M- F fire of your foules: I read of Plato, that when the Cyrenexſes ſene— 
'f | to bimto preicribe thein ſome forme of Government, he replyed -\ 
bw Bf that they were tog happy to yeild obedience unto any-laws: Ohlet 
b* © i notbo trucof any of you, that your; happinefſe here, will not 
-  permic you to thinke of being happy hereafter: Conſider that 

| weighty reaſon of our bleſſed Saviour, whe: will it profit 4 man 

tbe though he gaine the whole world, 5f he looſe his owne ſoule? What did | = 
the ÞF i profitthatrich man Luke 16, That he was clethed in purple and 
ull ve linen, and fared deliciouſly every. day, when'no;ſooner dead, 
ber h in hell in torments? Nay, & wasthe aggravation of his miſery, a 
nd Þ thathehad once beene happy: ſo what will it profityouthariyeare 
nd F deſcended generonſly, clad coſtly, fed choicely and enjoy allthe _ 
{#- | pleafurcsand delights of the world, when no ſooner dead, but that 
the, | of SBernard provestrue, Carodatureſca vernibus, anima prada 
bis Þ Demonibus;the body becomes a prey for devouring wormes; the 
ale foule for tormenting Devills, fee a Preſident in the 5 of #:{dome, . 
Sit & 2nd therethe gallanrs of thoſe times unſeaſonably bewailing ſuch 
Pol Þf tolly, Nosſtults, ec. We footes erred ſrom the way of truth, and the 
1 light of Righteouſneſſe hath nor ſhined unto us, we have wearied our- 
der | Rlves inin the wayes of deftrattian, and gone through deſolate places, 
"0m | but as for the way of the Lord we have not known;what bath pride pro= 
ugh | ftted ns, and riches withall their vannting brought us? Theſe things 
but} 7e paſt away even as an Arrow ſhot at a marke, or as the trace of 4 
ly | Ship at Sea; or as gueſt that tarricth, bus for a day. Wherefore 


| bleſſed &beloved,in the God of love Chriſt Jeſus bleſed for ever=- 
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- andtheearethat heareth mepeny eons me no more for ever;when 
Tthatfpeake this to'you, inay. 


w $ 
"= : 
= gz " { ; 
El $4 x; f oinkgd on [2 Rio. 5. 
a 3 4 


Ci IR Ei <p 
RO A Et RES 
> FRB 1-55 ERR 
Rn 93S 


— 440 


arore) when the'eie [that ſeeth me thisday may ſeeme no more; 


diflolyed to,my originall duſt; 
Let not this my :poore-exhortation, be as the bearing of the Aire; 
or paſſe unreguarded,but inthe fields;in your houſes,ar your tables, 
in yourcloſees, ion your bedds, alwates inturrups all extravagant 
mrtentions with this,” Thave a God toſerve, a ſoule tofave, whe: 
muſt I doe to beſaved?. Confider further,God willeth nor your de: 
ſtrucion, he hath notappointed you-to wrath, he hath made him- 
ſelfe knowne unto you, he doth by me ( the unworthieſt of his 
Meſſengers) intreat you that you would bereconciled;unto him, 
whoſevoyce if you will this day heare, you ſhall not perriſh note 
withſtanding all your former provocarions. Oh then! ſeeing God 


' and man, grace and nature, heaven and earth concurre to do you 


good, periſh notthrough your owne obſtinacy, ſave your ſouls, 
that you periſh not in the condemnation of the world: And when 
ye have obtained ſome comfortable aflurance this way, account 
your ſelves morethappy, thenif you were Afonarches of this whole 


[unverſc; for, quantafelicitas? what unſpeakablefclicity is itto 
| be ſaved? Sauth | 
| a Duke, -and yet acaſt-away. Fedas bad his Biſhoprick, andyet 


ad a Kingdome,and yet he did diſpaire, Efas was 


| the ſonne of perdition;and quanta facilitas? what facility inthe oh- 


raining of it? For heaven is notnowtycd to theſe-impollible con- 
dicions, doe this and ltve, nonrequirit Dew 47 rn: ſed fidem, 
fayeth S. Cyprian, God now requireth not bloud, bur faith, - onh 
beleeve and live for ever; Oh then! labour for faich, follow faith, 
fight that good fight of faith, 6s yy unto-dearh, which is the 
end of your dayes, andthen you thall be ſure to: receive the end of 
your faith, which is, che ſatvationef your ſoutes,; which God of his 
infinite mcrey-vouchiafe, for the Son of his love Chriſt Jeſus ſake, 
to whom with the all ſanify we amor Perſons, one eternal 

invifible, indiviſible Eſſence, be aſcribed all power, ptailc, might, 
and-Majelty, dignity, Dominion, and thankſgiving from hence- 
forth, and forevermore. emer. | | 
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